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pressed so strongly in the career of David Livingstone, a
giant, but not alone, for the great British and American
missionary societies were at work among every non-Chris-
tian people, and were equalled in energy* and earnestness by
the Roman Catholic missionary orders. David Living-
stone, cotton-mill hand of Blantyre, Lanarkshire, went out
under the London Missionary Society to Kuruman. in
Bechuanaland, South Africa, in 1841. It is doubtful
whether any one man by his own unaided efforts ever in a
lifetime achieved more good. Whether it was preaching
and teaching the Gospel, bringing hygiene and medical aid
to the sick, uncovering the evils of the slave trade, his labour
was unceasing. Moreover, it was widespread. He probably
travelled more miles even than John Wesley, and mainly
on foot. His journeys back and forth across Africa, his
amazing explorations of the Zambesi and the great lakes
of Central Africa, caught the imagination of all the Eng-
lish-speaking peoples, and attracted emulation in mission-
ary and exploring enterprise. His influence over the native
tribes among whom he worked was unique. His native
attendants served him, amid terrible hardships, with
unswerving fidelity; and when, by Lake Bangweolo, on
May i, 1873, they found him, on his knees, dead, they
embalmed the body and carried it, with amazing perse-
verance and courage, through the forests and swamps
down to the coast for transport to England.
David Livingstone may be said almost to have had his
peer in General Gordon, the soldier whose conduct was
unswervingly dictated by conscience, whose constant study
was the Bible, whose continual effort outside his military
duties was social work among the poor Gordon's courage
and fortitude, his military achievements, his religious
spirit, his hatred of evil, cant, and hypocrisy, his know-
ledge of the Bible, his travels in China, Africa, India,
Eastern Europe, made him the boys5 hero of the Victorian
Age, at any rate of the millions of boys who passed through